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Banská Štiavnica, 31st January 2021 

 

Proposals of CEPTA for the Partnership Agreement of the Slovak Republic for the 
years 2021-2027 

Partnership Agreement of the Slovak Republic for the years 2021–2027 is a strategic document 
that defines the use of 13.3 billion € from the funds of cohesion policy of the European Union in the 
Slovak Republic. Currently it is being created and CEPTA proposes inclusion of the following 
principles in this important document: 

 

1. The Slovak Republic shall achieve complete conformity with the EU policies in the spheres of 
environmental protection and sustainable development, especially by means of: 

- Performance of general revision of domestic legal regulations and measures in order to 
remove mutual coincidence or contradiction of the acts and authorities of ministries. The 
most serious situation is among the acts issued by the Ministry of Economy of the Slovak 
Republic, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development of the Slovak Republic and Ministry 
of Environment of the Slovak Republic. 

- Creation and maintenance of the state when there is no infringement in the Slovak Republic 
related to the environmental protection. The Slovak Republic shall successfully implement 
measures and principles in compliance with the EU legislation, especially in the issues of air 
protection, adaptations to climate change, waste management, power industry and 
biodiversity conservation. 

2. The Slovak Republic shall improve the use of principles of prevention and preliminary 
carefulness, especially with the following measures:  

- Stricter requirements of related authorities already during authorisation procedures;  

- Improvement of legal framework of the environmental responsibility system. 

 

3. The Slovak Republic shall increase effectiveness of the work of authorities dealing with the 
environmental protection, especially with the following measures: 

- Renewal of autonomous authorities for the environment. 

- Significant increase of human and financial resources of the bodies of public and state 
administration of environmental protection. Current situation of the villages and towns is 
undersized in many cases. There are a lot of administrative procedures and the waiting 
periods for decisions are prolonged. Moreover, the quality of made decisions is lowered.  

- Providing governmental and local officers (responsible for the environmental protection) with 
necessary training. The effective strategy of professional preparation (trainings, online 
courses etc.) with quantitative indicators (if it is possible – e. g. number of trained officers, 
number of trainings) of professional preparation shall be elaborated. Besides, adequate 
technical help, e. g. regulations, documents, external experts, shall be offered to all 
authorities applying EIA/SEA directives. 

- Imposition of stricter sanctions against frequent or more serious non-compliance with 
environmental regulations. Deterrent effect of current fines shall be assessed and economic 
advantages of non-compliance with the regulations shall be excluded.  

 

 

https://www.partnerskadohoda.gov.sk/programove-obdobie-2021-2027/
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4. The Slovak Republic shall improve the use of sustainable development mainly with the 
following measures: 

- Operation programme and big projects shall be studied by ex-ante assessment of the impact 
on sustainability with the aim to integrate economic, social and environmental viewpoint into 
investments. 

- Managing authorities shall prescribe compulsory implementation of BAT. 

5. The Slovak Republic shall fully ensure that selected activities, which are within the scope of 
authority of the Directive 2011/92 / EU of the European Parliament and of the Council, come 
under the assessment of the impact on the environment or screening procedure based on the 
demands of the Directive. The main problem occurs when the impact assessment is 
approached with the method when only partial activities are taken individually into 
consideration and not total impact of mutually related activities on the environment. 

6. The Slovak Republic shall create a legal framework to ensure preliminary environmental 
assessments by the government rather than any important changes in public finance (state 
budget, tax system).  

7. The Government of the Slovak Republic shall ensure the cooperation and coordination among 
inspectors, customs, police and prosecutors when dealing with waste, crimes in nature and 
other offences related to the environment. 

8. The Slovak Republic shall implement efficient and transparent system for the identification and 
selection of relevant non-governmental environmental partners for each priority axis of the 
operation programme.  

9. The Slovak Republic and its managing authorities shall consult in advance with partners on 
procedure and timetable of the preparation of priority axes. 

10. The Slovak Republic shall improve current mode of preparation of conceptual documents and 
ensure that public (including partners and other relevant non-governmental organisations) 
obtain early and effective opportunities to participate in the process of preparation and 
modification of programmes, as well as in all relevant decision-making procedures related to 
European funds.  

The Slovak Republic shall ensure: 

- Early publication and quick access to relevant information. 

- Enough time for the partners to analyse and comment preparation documents and 
programme proposals.  

- Accessible ways by which partners can ask questions, make comments and shall be 
informed about the way their proposals are to be considered. 

- Spread of the consultation result. 

11. The Slovak Republic shall considerably increase transparency and efficiency of monitoring 
committees. The Government of the Slovak Republic shall ensure that two thirds of members 
of the monitoring committees shall be independent from the Government.  

12. The Slovak Republic shall include relevant involved parties in the preparation of reports on 
progress in the Partnership Agreement implementation, especially in case of the assessment 
of the partners’ role in the Partnership Agreement implementation and an overview of attitudes 
the partners provide during the consultations, or description of the way how the partners’ 
opinions are considered.  

13. The Government of the Slovak Republic shall include relevant partners in the assessment of 
programmes within monitoring committees or special work groups, created by the monitoring 
committees for this reason. 

14. The Government of the Slovak Republic shall study the need to strengthen institutional and / 
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or financial capacities of partners. If this support is needed, the Government shall offer 
necessary sources to allow partners to set up their claims for participation. 

15. The Slovak Republic shall establish a new, clear and transparent digital platform aimed at 
publishing information on goals, recipients and results of the EU programmes and make such 
information public to all citizens and investors, which will eventually lead to a significant 
increase in transparency. 

16. The Slovak Republic shall break all obstacles for publishing information on the environment, 
mainly unjustified confidentiality of data and unjustified fixing of undue costs related to the 
request for data.  

17. The Slovak Republic shall further improve the knowledge about the extent and value of 
ecosystem services, biotopes, and soil maps in protected areas as well as outside them. 
Furthermore, sharing (online) of data and improving the access to information and informing 
the public shall continue.  

18. The Government of the Slovak Republic shall improve the access to spatial information and 
services by creating stronger links between geoportal INSPIRE for individual countries, shall 
identify and document all files with spatial data required for carrying out legal regulations in the 
environmental field and make all data and documents accessible to at least such extent as 
they are accessible to other authorities using digital services stated in the INSPIRE Directive. 

19. The Slovak Republic shall facilitate and encourage public initiatives focused on circular 
economy.  

20. The Government of the Slovak Republic shall create campaigns focused on increasing the 
environmental awareness of issues dealing with energy and climate, as well as with 
biodiversity conservation and increase the budget for such campaigns. 

21. The Slovak Republic shall ensure that public authorities / committees dealing with the 
environment or climate change create a space for the representation of non-governmental 
organisations.   

22. The Slovak Republic shall ensure that the affected public (including environmental non-
governmental organisations) have access to the judicial review proceeding with the aim to 
challenge the programmes due to environmental reasons.  

23. The Slovak Republic shall ensure that no legislative or other measures compromising the 
current level of the environmental protection are adopted. The Slovak Republic shall also 
ensure that the national policies and regulations regarding the environment do not decrease 
the current level of the EU environmental protection regulations and standards. 

In this regard, corresponding control and all new legal regulations contributing to the protection 
of the environment and health and not aggravating the pollution and loss of biodiversity shall 
be considered. The above-mentioned principle of non-regression shall be applied to material, 
process, and organisational rules.  

24. The Slovak Republic shall commit to define the term “Energy poverty” and following an 
elaborated strategy implement tools in order to eliminate the energy poverty in cooperation 
with all relevant partners.    

25. The Slovak Republic shall responsibly approach the fair transformation of underdeveloped 
regions by looking for effective and environmentally acceptable solutions using renewable 
energy sources with zero investment into infrastructure related to fossil fuels.  


